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REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLIES AT
WHITBY SCHOOL

Pupils have participated in a special assembly this week  the stories of their bravery and commitment to the
to mark Remembrance and to reflect on the sacrifice pursuit of peace.
of all those who have given their lives to defend our

The pupils were an absolute credit to themselves and

freedoms. We took the time to remember those . .
the school, as they sat in complete silence and

throughout the generations who have paid the demonstrated the utmost respect for the symbolism

ultimate price, and all those who continue to do . .
and meaning of this event.

so. We thought of loved ones, past and present, and

“The assembly was extremely informative and very moving as it
showed the impact and consequences of war and the importance of
remembrance. It allowed us to step into the shoes of the people who
have fought and died for us in the past and to hope for peace in the

future”.

Pupil in Year 11

“The assembly was really powerful, it made me want to cry. Hearing
about Mr Thornton’s Uncle Albert, and the men and women who
fought at D-Day - it was just so moving for me. And the pictures
helped me to think about what war must really be like”.

Pupil in Year 10

Issue 4

01947 601901 | E post@whitbyschool.co.uk




ISSUE 4

Hello from the History Department!

This week has seen our pupils from across the school
take part in assemblies and services to remember the
fallen in all conflicts since the end of the Great War in
1918. They really did make us proud, and for the pupils
in Year 9, it was their chance to link what they have
been learning in the classroom, to a national event.

Issue 4

01947 601901 |

post(@whitbyschool.co.uk

In History lessons in Year 9, we look at the story of
Harold Jameson, a young man who was born into a
shipbuilding family in Whitby, in 1897. He became one
of the earliest, and youngest, members of the Royal
Flying Corps and was one of the first to cross the
channel in August 1914. At that point, the British
Expeditionary Force had just 63 aircraft.

It was Harold’s first job to work as a mechanic for
wireless units, but this wasn’t enough for him and he
quickly volunteered to be an observer and work in
reconnaissance. His role was to observe German
artillery fire, behind the enemy front line, and report
back on targets that could not be seen by ground
observers. He was involved in the retreat from
Belgium and quickly made his mark. For his bravery in
the air, Harold was awarded the Distinguished
Conduct Medal. He also received the French Medallle
Militaire from President Raymond Poincare for
“conspicuous bravery” during operations between 21

and 30 August 1915.

1916: The Battle of the Somme

Harold Jameson qualified as a pilot on 2nd July 1916,
the second day of the infamous Battle of the Somme.
That year, he was quickly promoted to Second
Lieutenant. From July to November 1916, the Royal
Flying Corps lost 800 planes and 252 crew.

Despite this dangerous situation, Jameson continued
to fly reconnaissance missions across No Man’s Land
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and the German Front Line. In November 1916,
Harold Jameson was awarded the Military Cross. It
was awarded for conspicuous gallantry in action. He
attacked an enemy kite balloon under very heavy

fire. Later, the engine in Harold’s aircraft stalled and
he plummeted to within 150 feet of the

ground. Somehow, he got the engine going again and
re-crossed the Allied lines at 1,300 feet, returning
safely. The citation of his medal says “He has on many
occasions done fine work”.

Harold Jameson flew his last in March 1917. On 11th of

that month, he was shot down over the Ypres Salient
and killed, still only 20 years old. His observer, Lt J

Thompson died alongside him. Both Jameson and
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Thompson are buried in Lijssenthoek Military
Cemetery.

We will remember them

As a school, we remember Harold, and we visit his
grave as part of our Battlefields Trip - something that
we are trying to organise again for 2025, so watch this
space! We think it is important for our pupils to
understand how a small town on the North East Coast
has, and still does, play a part in the history of this area
and this country. This vision is at the core of our
curriculum and is something that Mrs Hodgson and
her team will be building and developing through
lessons in all year groups.
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We have some very talented writers at Whitby School. Entries to the 500 Words
Writing Competition were of a particularly high standard. Ellen Hall in Year 11is

our overall winner, and you'll see that she has a gift of describing quite macabre

detail and providing a satisfying, if somewhat equally

macabre, conclusion. Please take a few minutes to

enjoy this well-told tale.

THE ACCIDENT BY

ELLEN HALL

He already knew when the doorbell rang out.
Announcing the imminent arrival of bad news, the

sharp shrill noise split the rather lazy carefree

atmosphere of the room with unapologetic accusation.

Opening the door he saw a pot-bellied police officer,
who stated in a monotonous, pre-rehearsed tone, "I'm

afraid your wife has been in an accident”.

It had been a road trafhic accident on the corner of a
junction. The car had scraped painfully along the silver
barrier, screaming a thousand agonies until finally the
metal broke. As the fence snapped his wife’s car had
been pushed forward, down an embankment and
carving a large scar of disturbed mud in the perfect
grass verge with the car resting at the end with wisps

of steam merging into the mist.

The radio blared out, disrupting the early morning
roadside calm. It was almost ironic as the jolly sound
of upbeat hip hop sung from the smashed windscreen.
Opaque cracks split the glass like tree roots sprouting
from a small circular RSPB badge that was pride of
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place on the

dashboard of

her car. Finally,

the electronics of

the car failed and the

music faltered and stopped as

sudden as the car crash itself. As the still silence in the
absence of movement, noise or life fell; the only thing

moving was a small dog toy hanging from the rear view

mirror; it swung slowly until it too came to stillness.

The emergency services had been called by some
frantic driver and then they arrived with wailing
tortuous sirens that echoed around the thoughtless
skull of his wife. They stood for some time in the damp
grass, breathing in the morning chill, knowing the
driver was dead and deciding whether they should
retrieve the body. The risk of further harm was a
constant buzz in the back of their minds as they
considered, babbling like unorganised schoolboys

without meticulous thought or particular concern.
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She had been killed instantly, the jolt of the seatbelt
and the impact of each juddering bump of the vehicle
making her bones smash together, her lungs compress
and contort, and her head pulsate as blood rushed to
her brain. By the time they reached the car her seat
was soaked in the metallic tang of blood, the car’s
flashing warning lights had long been extinguished and
the acidic burn of the car's petrol hissed and spat at
any who dared to approach it.

Then finally police checked the car number plate,
tracked down the victim and went to inform the
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husband. So the police officer was dispatched. His
arrival was later than the husband had perhaps
expected but nevertheless as the doorbell rang out he
knew; he had been waiting for it. Then came the
solemn words, "I'm afraid your wife has been in an
accident”. Of course, the police officer had just told
him a lie. After all, it wasn’t an accident; accidents

aren't planned.
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Monday 9 Tuesday 10 Wednesday 11 Thursday 12 Friday 13
December December December December December
Biology Chemistry
English Language Thr 45 min Option Block C Thr 45min
Thr 45min Combined Science (including Geography Combined Science .
A A
thr 15min P1- Physical) fhr 15min rt Option
3hrs
Art Option C
3hrs
Option Block B
ion Block A E i
. Optjon ¢ . ( X?ept Music) Maths 1 Art Option D Geography 2
(including Geography | (including Geography
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(Calculator) . . .
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Music listening (Calculat.or) (Period 4 and 5) 2 hrs
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If there’s not a MAD T SHIRT word in the question,

make sure you include one in your answer!

Use your MAD T SHIRT booklets and learn a page
at a time. Ask friends/family to test you. Take a
picture on your mobile and study it at any given
opportunity, e.g. waiting for a bus.

Revise the Bach one section at a time; then do the
whole piece but focus on a different MAD T SHIRT
word each time. Use the revision cards and materials

on Google Classroom. LEARN THEM.

Learn to love listening to ‘Africa’ by Toto. Use the
revision book to make sure you can describe and
identify the different musical elements of this
piece.
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e Ask friends and family at home to pick a letter from

MAD T SHIRT and ask you to describe any piece of
music you are listening to in terms of that musical
element. Be sure to speak using full sentences and
musical key terms.

Practise longer answer questions; write as much as
possible in the time given; always justify the mood
that is being created by the music.

Use your revision book, with the practice listening
tasks. Check your answers using the back of the
book. Repeat. Repeat again.
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SPORTS UPDATE

Scarborough and District
Tournament

The U16 girls football team travelled to Malton for the
Seven-a-side Scarborough and District tournament.
With five games to play back to back the girls were put
through their paces. They worked hard in every game
and keep making progress as a team. After not losing a
game or conceding a goal throughout the tournament
they were crowed winners. Well done ladies!
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SIXTH FORM
OPEN EVENING

Tuesday 19 November 2024

4.30-6.30pm

Meet the team and chat to our fabulous
subject leaders and amazing students.

Find out how we can help you with your

next steps.




NOTICES

Year 8

During the Easter holidays Darlington Hippodrome theatre is putting on a production of Dracula! As it is
in the holidays we can’t do a school trip, however the theatre has offered us a discount code for you and
your families to use. £12 is a real bargain for theatre tickets so why not ask your parents or carers whether
they would like to go?! YOU guys will be the experts. The message below is a message from the theatre:
“We are more than happy to extend the discount to young people from Whitby School attending with
their parents/carers — | have set up an offer code WHITBY which means they can purchase £12 tickets
either online or via the box office (01325 404505).”

Mrs Whelan

Young Carer Hub

Monday 2 December (lunchtime) - in Pastoral Room 1. This will be a monthly support slot for our young

carers.

Raffle Prizes Wanted!

We are looking for donations towards our music department fundraiser for some new, sturdy music stands.
The raffle draw will take place at the Christmas concert on Thursday 12 December. If you feel you can
contribute or know someone who can, all contributions would be very gratefully received. If you are a
business, we would mention you in our program and social media as sponsors of the concert. The raffle is

being organised by our wonderful Year 12 Foundation Learning Program students.
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KEY DATES

Monday 18 November ............ Navy Day Half of Year 7 (Airy Hill site)

Tuesday 19 November ............ Navy Day Half of Year 7 (Airy Hill site)

Tuesday 19 November ............ Year 10 Girls’ Football at Malton

Tuesday 19 November ............ Primary Sports Hall Athletics (Prospect Hill, Sports Hall)
Tueaday 19INavember it Sixth Form Open Evening (Prospect Hill site, Learning Centre)
Wednesday 20 November...... Year 9 Seven-a-side Football at Malton

Thursday 21 November .......... Year 7 Five-a-side Football at Pindar

WEB Monday 25 November ....Netherlands Exchange Trip

Tuesday 26 November ........... Primary Sports Hall Athletics (Prospect Hill, Sports Hall)
Wednesday 26 November .....Year 9 Girls’ Football at Malton
Tuesday 3 December .............. Parental Information Evening - PHSE and Online Safety,

6.00-7.00pm (Prospect Hill site)

Wednesday 4 December .....Boys Seven-a side Football at Malton
Thursday 5 December w.o.oe. Five-a-side Football v Fyling Hall (A)

Friday 6 December w.vuwuun. Year 5/6 Basketball, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Thursday 12 December ......... Music and Dance Winter Concert, 6.00-7.30pm (Prospect Hill site)
Tuesday 17 December..nu. Year 7 Pantomime trip - Sleeping Beauty

Monday 23 December - Friday 3 January ... Christmas Break
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Boxes are
located in the
PE Department

on both sites



