Newsletter

ISSUE 53

Issue 53

01947 601901 | E post@whitbyschool.co.uk



NEeWSLETTER

ISSUE 53

As we come to the end of what has been a short but
incredibly busy half term | would like to thank you for
your continued support. Although the weeks have
flown by, they have been packed full of meaningful
activity, achievement and opportunities for our young
people.

It has been a real pleasure to meet so many pupils
today as part of our rewards events - “Meet the
Head.” Spending time with our young people is the
best part of the job - they make me incredibly proud.

| was also pleased to welcome parents to our recent
Parents’ Forum. Ms Boyd, Mr Perry, Mr Davies and |
shared updates about the direction of the school and
the work we are doing to continue moving forward

positively. We also spent valuable time discussing how
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communication can be

developed further across the school. Thank you very
much to everyone who attended and contributed so
thoughtfully to the discussion. Your feedback is
important to us, and we look forward to hosting

another forum soon.

As we look ahead to the next half term, we are excited
about the opportunities it will bring. There is much to
look forward to, and we remain committed to ensuring

every student feels supported and able to thrive.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support. We
look forward to all that the next half term will bring.

With very best wishes,
Miss Caddell
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On Tuesday 3 February we took a group of Whitby
Sixth Form students up to Newcastle in search of
inspiration for their externally set assignments and
personal investigations. We visited The Biscuit
Factory, The Laing Art Gallery, The Hatton Gallery
and the Hancock Museum. The students experienced

a wide variety of styles and movements seeing a
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range of contemporary, historical and commercial
pieces. ‘The miniature worlds’ exhibition at the Laing
Gallery was a particular favourite with

beautifully intricate drawings, prints and paintings
presented on a tiny scale. The students were a credit

to the Sixth Form and left with lots of new ideas.
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All of KS3 have been producing independent

outcomes that mark the end of their Project 1.

Year 7 have finalised German Expressionist style
portraits as prints, analysing the impact of World War
1onart.

Year 8 were set the challenge of referring back to
planning and samples to inform their own choices for a
wave inspired outcome.

Year 9 ended the term by completing their clay tiles
that demonstrated an understanding for surface
structure, texture and details capturing the eye of
their curious creature.

Well done KS3! We will be picking some work for
Eskdale Festival Art display next term - lots to pick
from!
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On Tuesday 10 February, Mr Gaulter and Mrs Bradley
took twenty-two GCSE Drama students to see a
performance of ‘Teechers’ at the Stephen Joseph
Theatre. The play has a small cast that deliberately play
multiple roles in their rather meta retelling of the story
of a drama class inspired by their teacher. It has lots of
moments that are insightfully funny and also thought
provoking about the business of schools - from both
the pupil and staff point of view. John Godber - the
writer and Jane Thornton - the director, have brought
this late 1980s classic bang up to date with comments
about the recent pandemic and its effect on schools
and also the need to re-centre performance arts in

schools because of its intrinsic value.

The performance was a great success and included
many moments showcasing a range of theatre skills
allowing our pupils to not only experience these and
give them ideas about their own work, but also more

importantly to allow them to fully answer those all
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important exam questions! From lighting and sound
use (even a few TikTok dances) to expressive costume
elements allowing the actors to easily perform multiple
roles (Miss Caddell we saw a jacket that looked exactly
like yours), there were a plethora of exciting elements
to talk about. This coupled with lots of modern theatre
techniques like talking to the audience allowed the
underlying message to be really brought across to the

audience.

Pupils were seen furtively making notes as the
performance played out and behaviour was absolutely
impeccable. We continue to forge links with the local
theatres as it provides not only strong community links

but also showcases the excellent pupils we have here at

Whitby School.

We plan to go and see Noughts and Crosses in March
which all pupils have studied in English in Year Nine so
this provides even more cross curricular links -

strengthening our understanding of dramatic texts.
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Sixth Form Welcome Industry Expert
from Willmott Dixon

Our Sixth Form students recently had the valuable
opportunity to hear from Anthony Dodd, an external
speaker from Willmott Dixon, who generously visited
to share his insight into the world of apprenticeships
and careers in construction. This is part of National
Apprenticeship week which is this week and forms part

of our Year 12 programme for developing future plans.

Anthony provided a clear and engaging explanation
of how to secure an apprenticeship, outlining the
application process and the range of different
apprenticeship levels available to young people today.
His talk helped demystify a pathway that many
students find confusing, offering practical guidance
and reassurance about the opportunities that exist

beyond traditional academic routes.

Importantly, he also challenged some of the common
stereotypes surrounding the construction industry.
Students were introduced to the wide variety of roles
that exist - far beyond the typical images people may
have - from project management and digital design to
sustainability, engineering, and community
engagement. His message was clear: construction is a
diverse, innovative, and future-focused sector with

something to offer every skill set.

This talk marks the beginning of an exciting new

project for our Sixth Form. Students have now been
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tasked with exploring ideas for the development and
use of the Whitby Maritime Hub, a real-world
challenge that will encourage creativity, critical
thinking, and teamwork. As part of this project, they
will also have the exclusive opportunity to visit the
construction site ahead of its official handover and
opening—an experience that will allow them to see the
industry in action and understand how large-scale

projects come together.

We are grateful to Anthony and Willmott Dixon for
supporting our students’ learning and helping them
broaden their horizons. This collaboration promises to
spark ambition, inspire new career aspirations, and

deepen students’ understanding of the world of work.
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Year 9 Biology lessons have been looking at cells and membrane and cytoplasm splits to create two identical
most recently the cell cycle and mitosis. daughter cells.

To help reinforce the three stages of the process the Due to their eagerness to consume there were not
pupils were given an opportunity to recreate the many successful identical daughter cells at the end.

process using biscuits and sweets.

The process starts with a parent cell that grows,
duplicates the chromosomes, mitochondria and

ribosomes and divides the nucleus before the cell
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On Friday 6 February, our Prospect Hill Funk Band
had an amazing day out to the ‘Co-create Festival’ at
York St John University. The band rehearse weekly
and comprise musicians from Years 9 to 13. The songs
that the band chose to arrange, practise and perform
at the festival were ‘Friday I’'m in Love’ by The Cure,
‘This is the Life’ by Amy Macdonald and ‘Time Warp’
from The Rocky Horror Show.

The Co-create Festival takes place in the university’s
performing arts building and nine other schools from
the North took part. We took part in two workshops:
song writing and African drumming, which were both
inspiring and enjoyable, led by a mix of university

lecturers and current students.

In the afternoon we watched some students studying
Music Theatre perform some parts of a production, ‘9
to 5, that they are currently working on. It was really
entertaining and also interesting to see and hear their

experiences on their course so far.
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We then had our

‘tech’ rehearsal on the

stage; it was a new and

fascinating experience for many of our pupils and
students to play on such a stage, with sound and

lighting engineers tweaking every sound.

“Performing to the other schools was
really fun; the other performances were

great”.

Later in the afternoon came the opportunity to
perform our work to the other schools and staff from
the department at the university on stage. Our band
was selected to finish the first half of the concert; as
expected, there was a real mixture of both nerves and
excitement from everyone. Moses did a fine job of

introducing our band, drumming up enthusiasm
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“It was brilliant to glimpse and experience
what is on offer for performing arts at

university”.

instantly from the audience. All of our musicians
played with such precision and style, and with an
amazing sense of ensemble. By the end of the
performance, other schools were dancing in the

audience along to our playing!

We are now looking forward to our next performance
at the Eskdale Festival of the Arts next month. Well
done to all of the pupils and students involved; they
were an absolute joy to take, representing Whitby
School so admirably, working hard with excellent
attitudes and having quite a few laughs along the way
too!

Well done to:

Skyla and Lily (vocals); Mia and Moses (vocals and
guitars); Arthur (bass); Mylo and Alexa (guitars);
Poppy (drumkit); Rosie (piano); Christine, Lilac and
Anya (violins).
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“It felt brilliant when we were on stage
and the other schools were dancing along
to the Time Warp!”
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Each winter, the NHS faces increased pressure as local doctors and nurses, helping you understand what
seasonal viruses circulate, and more children become to do, where to go, and when to get extra help,
unwell. The Healthier Together website offers clear, especially during the busy winter months.

trusted guidance on common childhood illnesses, when  For clear, practical advice to help you care with

and where to seek help, and where to find the right confidence, visit the Healthier Together website
support. HERE.

It’s completely natural to feel worried when your child  It’s also not too late for your child to receive the flu

is unwell — but you don’t have to figure it out alone. vaccine. Check with your GP and find out more

Healthier Together is packed with reliable advice from HERE.
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https://tinyurl.com/79kwdumh
http://www.letsgetvaccinated.co.uk
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What will | study?

Our A-level in Religious Studies: Ethics and
Philosophy provides a coherent and thought-
provoking programme of study. Students will develop
their understanding and appreciation of religious
beliefs and teachings, as well as the disciplines of ethics
and the philosophy of religion. Be prepared to ask,

explore and discuss lots of interesting questions.

What do students do afterwards?

Thinking philosophically requires rigour, precision and
creativity; qualities that can then be applied to any
other problem.

Careers where a study of this subject may

be useful include:

e barrister

o civil service fast streamer

e health service manager

e doctor

® nurse

e local government officer

e marketing executive

e newspaper journalist

e psychotherapist

e recruitment consultant

e ..and many more!

How will | be assessed?
100% exam at the end of the course.
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What can | do to prepare?

Talk to other students who are already doing the
course and ask them what they have done or wish they
had done. Watch programmes and documentaries that
explore the questions we ask about the world as human
beings. There are many books that you can also read -

speak to members of staff to get a list of ideas for this.
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Understanding the Hospitality and Catering Industry

- Unit 1 (80 minute, written exam)

Topics to cover:

e Food Safety and Hygiene: Review food safety
documents, the signs and symptoms of food-
induced illness, preventative control measures, and
the role of Environmental Health Officers (EHOs)

e Legislation and Law: Understand hospitality and
catering laws related to food safety

e Types of Establishments: Learn about different
catering establishments (eg, restaurants, hotels,
takeaways) and their operations, including

commercial and non-commercial types Exam Tips:

e Business Operations: Explore how businesses use READ - COMMAND - UNDERSTAND
technology for promotion, booking, and managing e READ the question - underline COMMAND
operations, and understand concepts like words - UNDERSTAND what is asked
remuneration, benefits, and staff welfare. e LOOK for these command words - Explain,

Describe, Justify, Detail, Discuss, Evaluate
Use the Unit 1 Knowledge Organisers on Google e LOOK for the extra marks - add more to get more
Classroom. marks

) ) e remember a list even if it is right only gets the 1-2
There will be a questions day calendar for you to marks bracket. Full sentences with PEEL get you in
the top bracket 7-8 marks

e use Blooket, Quizizz and Seneca to test yourself.

complete this will be added to the Google Classroom

as an aide memoire at Easter.

Exam papers and mark schemes will be on the Google
Classroom. There is a WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award

Use th t to understand th ‘ ; Hospitality and Catering Exam Practice Workbook
%% Be Past papers fo Hndersiand the exam Forms available on Amazon to buy £6.90

and identify weaker areas, create study aids like

flashcards and mind maps.
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NOTICES

School registers remain open from 8.55am to 9.25am. Any pupil arriving at school during this time will
receive a L (late) mark. Any pupils arriving after 9.25am will receive a U (Unauthorised Late) mark, which
counts as an unauthorised absence. This is in line with guidance from the Department of Education.

Please be aware that from , any pupils who are missing tutorial will be issued with
lunchtime detentions. If your child is late to school, they must sign in with Reception, to ensure they are not
issued with a detention unnecessarily. If your child is with another member of staff during this time, they will
confirm this with the Attendance Team.

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3.45-4.45pm on the Prospect Hill site. Please contact Mr Hansell to see if you are
eligible to attend b.hansell@whitbyschool.co.uk and to book a slot.

Mr Hansell

We have been informed that the rail line between Middlesbrough and Whitby will be closed for a period of
five days for the week commencing 23 February 2026. No trains will be running at all that week.

County have made arrangements to have the rail replacement buses in place to transport pupils from
Glaisdale, Lealholm, Egton and Grosmont to and from Whitby School whilst the trains are not running.
Normal service will be resumed the week commencing 2 March 2026.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

® Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

e Airy Hill Choir, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 9 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, lunch time

(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

TUESDAY

e Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

¢ Airy Hill Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 10 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Year 7-8 Football, 3.30-4.30pm (Field/Astro,
Airy Hill Site)

e Football Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Field, Prospect Hill
Site)

e SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)

e KS3 Drama Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill
Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, 3.30-
4.45pm (N9, Prospect Hill Site)

WEDNESDAY

e Debating Club, lunchtime (Room 3, Airy Hill site)

® Chess Club, 12.45-1.15pm (Library, Airy Hill Site)

o Writers’ Club, lunchtime (Prospect Hill Site)

e Year 9 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

® Year 7-8 Netball, 3.30-4.30pm (Courts, Airy Hill
Site)
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Year 10-11 Netball, 3.30-4.30pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Whitby Table Tennis Club, 7.00-8.00pm (Gym,
Airy Hill Site)

THURSDAY

Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

KS4 Racket Sports, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Funk Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Prospect
Hill Site)

Health and Social Care Intervention, lunchtime
(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

Debating Club, lunchtime (H4, Prospect Hill site)
SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)

FRIDAY

Science Sparx, 12.45-1.15pm (R6, Airy Hill Site)
Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

Games Club, 12.46-1.15pm (R4, Airy Hill Site)
BTEC Sport Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm (H9,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 10 GCSE PE Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm
(S4, Prospect Hill Site)

Writers’ Club, Lunchtime (H9, Prospect Hill Site)



Whitby School Newsletter Issue 53
101947 601901 | £ post@whitbyschool.co.uk

KEY DATES

Mon. 16-Fri. 20 February ......cuu.uu. Half Term Holiday
23 Feb-6 March .....cceeeeeeercereresnnenees Year 11 Mock Exams
Monday 23 February ......ccceenerncenee House Cross Country
Thursday 26 February .......cceeeveer Year 8 Netball at Scarborough College, 1.30pm
Year 9 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm
Friday 27 March .....eeerenncnncnnenenns Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm
w/b Monday 2 March .....ceeueruuecrnees National Careers Week
Tuesday 3 March ....eeeevecennsannnee Digital Futures for SEND Learners, 10.40am-12.45pm - Year 8 pupils

Year 8 County Basketball Final at York College

Primary Key Steps 2 Gym, 1.00-3.00pm (Prospect Hill site)
Thursday 5 March ...ueeeerenerenanees World Book Day

Eskdale Festival

Year 7 District Netball at St Augustine’s School, 1.30pm

Year 10 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm

T E VA T O —" Eskdale Festival
Primary Key Steps 2 Gym, 1.00-3.00pm (Prospect Hill site)
Monday 9 March ......eereevenncenenene Year 3/4 Hockey Coaching (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 10 March ......ueeverueuecnnene Digital Futures for SEND Learners, 10.40am-12.45pm - Year 8 pupils

Year 8 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm
Straws Cup Football, 4.00pm (3G Pitch)

Wednesday 11 March ......uuecuerennecs Year 7 County Basketball at York College
U-14 Netball reserve date
Monday 16 March ........cceueuesueenncrrens House Football Tournament
Tuesday 17 March ...uuneneencencrennne Primary Quick Sticks Hockey, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Year 7 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm
Wednesday 18 March .........cueeunncee U-14 W/R Partnership at Lady Lumley’s School
Year 10 Six-a-Side Football, 2.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Thursday 19 March .......cueeenne.. U-12 T1 Rugby at Malton RFU
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 1, 4.00-6.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Friday 20 March ..uoeeeeeucnncunranees Primary Quick Sticks Hockey, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 24 March ......ueneeeeennnene Year 9 to York St John University for the Making Waves Programme
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Thursday 26 March ......ucceeueerernees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm
Year 8 Netball (reserve date) at Scarborough College, 1.30pm
Oxbridge Visit for some Year 10 and 12 pupils and students, 2.30-3.30pm

(Prospect Hill site)
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 2, 4.00-6.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Friday 20 March ...ueeeveeveenncnsensnnne Primary Cross Country - League 3, 1.45pm (Airy Hill site)

Mon. 30 March.-Fri. 10 April ......... Easter Holiday

Thursday 16 April ...eeeeeeeeeseenrnnees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm

Friday 17 April uccucensenccrcsncenneseene Year 5/6 Cricket at Whitby CC, 10.00am TBC

Tuesday 21 April c..ueeeereerceeeenrensenenes Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)

Friday 24 April cuueceeereesceeenessennes Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)

Tuesday 28 April ....ucuecueeeneencerecnennne Primary Tennis, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Friday 1 May ....ceeceesnescenceasssennessens Primary Cricket at Mulgrave CC, 10.00am-3.00pm

Monday 4 May .......ceeeeuneensencernsenns Bank Holiday

Wednesday 6 May ......cceerecrnsseneens District Athletics Trials at Scarborough College, 1.30pm

Thursday 7 May .....uceeneerenssseseesennes Exams begin

Friday 8 May ...uccunecrcecenesensascsecns Primary Tri Golf at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-3.00pm

Wednesday 20 May .......ceeeeeuceurennees Year 8 to York St John University for the Conference for the Making Waves
Programme

Thursday 21 May ......cceuneensencerensenns Year 10 Employability Day

Mon. 25-Fri. 29 May .....cceeeveernrerenenee Half Term Holiday

Monday 1June .eeenencerenenannnnne Year 9/10 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm

Tuesday 2 June ..ueeeneucennncnssenssesne Year 10 Rounders at Ryedale School, 1.30pm

Wednesday 3 June ...ueceeeeuecnnenne Year 10 Six-a-Side Cricket at Bridlington CC,10.00am

Thursday 4 June ....eeeeecnnserenesne Year 7/8 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm

Friday 5 June uercercenscnneacnasnnenns Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Saturday 6 June ......eeeeeereneennnennens County Athletics Trials/Championships at York University

Mon. 8-Fri. 12 June ....cccoeeeeererecaenence Year 10 Work Experience (Health & Social Care and Achieve cohort)

Tuesday 9 June ..eeeeneeseennscnneens Year 8 Six-a-Side Cricket at Whitby CC,10.00am

Wednesday 10 June .....coueeueenecnnene Town v Country Track and Field Athletics at York University, 10.30am-
2.30pm

Thursday 11 June ...ueeeecenecnncnnnne Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Wednesday 24 June ......uceeunennsesnnne Exam Contingency Day

Thursday 25 June ..ucceenccreesnenene Year 11 Prom (provisional)

Friday 10 July eeeennenseresnneennee Sports Day

Monday 20 July 2026 .........ccceeereee Staff Training Day
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Mon. 7 September School Opens Mon. 4 January Training Day
Thurs. 22 October School Closes

Fri. 23 October Training Day

Mon. 26-Fri. 30 Half Term Holiday
October

Mon. 32 November School Opens
Fri. 18 December School Closes

Mon. 21 Dec.-Fri. 1 Christmas Holiday
January 2027 Mon. 22 March.- Easter Holiday

Fri. 2 April

Tues. 5 January School Opens
Fri. 5 February School Closes

Mon. 8-Fri. 12 Half Term Holiday
February

Mon. 15 February School Opens
Fri. 19 March School Closes

Mon. 5 April School Opens
Mon. 3 May Bank Holiday
Fri. 28 May School Closes

Mon. 31 May- Half Term Holiday
Fri. 4 June

Mon. 7 June School Opens
Fri. 23 July School Closes

Mon. 26 July Training Day

Two additional Training

Days TBC
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MEET THE STAFF

Senior Leadership Team

Mr D Perry — Executive Headteacher

Miss J Caddell - Head of School

Ms S Boyd — Deputy Headteacher

Mrs J Bradley — Assistant Headteacher (Prospect Hill site)
Mrs K Mallender — Assistant Headteacher (Airy Hill site)
Mr A Whelan - Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)

SEND
Mrs H Kirk - SENCo

Safeguarding
Miss J Caddell - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Bradley — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Heads of Year
Mrs A Harrison - Year 7
Ms D Reddy - Year 7
Mr A Raw - Year 8

Ms A Ruberry - Year 9
Ms J Osowski - Year 10
Mrs AM Scales - Year 11

Care & Achievement Coordinators
Miss A Clarkson - Year 7

Miss E Hutton - Year 8

Miss K Wilson - Year 8

Mr D Taylor - Year 9

Mr D Jackson - Year 10

Mrs H Ross - Year 11

Mr J Daley - Year 12 & 13





















