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As we move steadily towards the summer examination
period, | would like to commend our Year 11 pupils for
the commitment and determination they are showing
towards their revision. They have been working

extremely hard, both in school and at home, and their

positive attitude and growing maturity are clear to see.

We are very proud of the way they are approaching

this important stage of their education.

To ensure every pupil feels supported and well
prepared, we have a comprehensive Year 11 support
package in place. This has included individual
interviews with all pupils to help them plan and
structure their revision effectively. These
conversations have enabled pupils to reflect on their
progress, identify priorities and create realistic,

manageable revision plans.

Pupils also have access to high-quality online tools,
including Sparx Maths and Sparx Science, which
provide tailored practice and instant feedback. We
continue to run targeted interventions during tutor
time to address specific areas of need and strengthen

understanding in key topics.

Tutors will continue to support pupils with revision
strategies and study skills during tutor time, while
Heads of Subject are carefully monitoring revision
within their departments. Each week, there is a clear
revision focus to help guide pupils and ensure their

efforts remain purposeful and well directed.
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As you will see from this

newsletter, we remain committed to celebrating the
many positives within our school community. Our
pupils continue to impress us with their effort,

resilience and kindness.

In March, we will be reintroducing our ‘Student of the
Week’ rewards. We are fortunate to have so many
pupils who consistently demonstrate excellent
attitudes and achievements and we look forward to

recognising and celebrating their success.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Working together, we will ensure that the whole
school community feel confident and ready to achieve
their very best

With very best wishes,
Miss Caddell
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January Jumpstart Celebrates
Outstanding Attendance with
School-Wide Prize Draw

Pupils across the school ended the first half of the
spring term on a high as the January Jumpstart
attendance initiative wrapped up with an impressive
show of commitment. The programme, designed to
reward pupils for maintaining 100% weekly
attendance, generated a real buzz throughout the

month.

Each week that a pupil achieved full attendance, they
earned a virtual raffle ticket. With five weeks in the
half term, pupils could collect up to five tickets,
boosting their chances in the final prize draw. The
response was remarkable: 846 pupils qualified for at
least one ticket, contributing to a total of 2,881

entries.

The initiative culminated in a celebratory draw
recognising one winner from each year group. This

year’s January Jumpstart champions are:

e Millie - Year7
e Macie - Year 8
e Seb - Year9

Caleb - Year 10
e Miles — Year 11

Each winner received a £20 Amazon voucher as a

reward for their dedication and consistency.
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January Jumpstart not only highlighted the
importance of good attendance but also showcased
the determination of students across all year groups.
With such strong engagement, the school is already
looking forward to building on this momentum in

future attendance initiatives.
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Pupils Celebrate Exceptional
Attendance with Hot Chocolate
Treat Across Both Sites

The school ended the half term on a warm and
celebratory note as both the Upper and Lower sites
recognised pupils with 100% Attendance and those
who achieved the Most Improved Attendance since
the winter term. The event brought a real sense of
pride, community and achievement, topped off - quite
literally - with hot chocolate, cream and marshmallows
for every pupil who earned their place at the

celebration.

A total of 88 pupils were rewarded for their
dedication. This included pupils who maintained
perfect attendance since the start of the year, as well
as those who demonstrated remarkable progress in
improving their attendance habits.
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The Most Improved Attendance group stood out with
an impressive 8.8% overall improvement from the
winter term. Each year group celebrated five pupils
who showed the greatest positive change, highlighting
that progress and perseverance are just as valued as

perfection.

The atmosphere across both sites was upbeat and
encouraging, with staff praising the pupils’
commitment and resilience. The hot chocolate reward
added a cosy, celebratory touch, giving pupils a chance
to enjoy a well-earned treat while reflecting on their

achievements.

The school continues to champion strong attendance
as a foundation for success, and this event showcased
just how much pupils can accomplish when they show

up for themselves and their learning.
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Excellence Reward Event Brings
Pupils Together for a Special
Meeting with the Head of School

The school’s commitment to celebrating hard work,
character and achievement shone brightly this week as
pupils from all five year groups were invited to the
Excellence Reward — Meet the Headteacher event.
This special occasion recognised those who have gone
above and beyond in a wide range of areas, showcasing
the diverse talents and positive attitudes found across

the school community.

A total of six pupils from each year group were
selected, creating a proud group of young people who
gathered to enjoy a well-earned celebration. As part of
the reward, pupils were treated to a delicious selection
of cupcakes, biscuits and muffins, adding a sweet
touch to an already memorable experience.

The reasons for their nominations reflected the
breadth of excellence happening every day in school.

Pupils were celebrated for achievements including:
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e County cricket team

e competing in district cross country

® managing pantomime rehearsals alongside school
work

e taking to the stage in Sleeping Beauty

e demonstrating consistent politeness and helpfulness

e showing exceptional kindness

e achieving the most positive points in their year
group

e making superb academic progress

e showing enthusiasm and a willingness to improve

e consistently doing the right thing.

The atmosphere was warm and celebratory as the
headteacher personally congratulated each pupll,
recognising not only their achievements but also the
character and effort behind them. Events like this
highlight the school’s belief that excellence comes in
many forms - academic, creative, athletic and personal
- and that every success deserves to be acknowledged.

The Excellence Reward continues to inspire pupils to
strive for their best, knowing that their hard work and
positive contributions truly make a difference.
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PLAN AHEAD
A clear plan helps teens feel organised and in control.
Seeing what needs to be done (and when) reduces last

-minute panic and helps them use their time wisely.

How you can help:

e encourage them to map out revision for each
subject

e use a wall planner, calendar, or app to spread
topics evenly

® build in extra time for harder subjects or
unexpected delays

e check in once a week to review what’s working
and what’s not.
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FIND A ROUTINE

Structure helps build momentum and reduces

procrastination. Having regular times for study,

breaks, meals, and sleep keeps energy and focus

steady.

How you can help:

support a daily routine that includes revision,
rest and meals

encourage study sessions in shorter bursts
rather than long marathons

help them break long sessions into shorter
blocks with clear goals for each

if they struggle to stop, agree a finish time -
balance keeps energy up.
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KEEP LIFE BALANCED

Revision matters, but so do friends, family and
downtime. Regular breaks and balance keep
motivation high, prevent burnout, and help your teen

return to studying with more focus.

How you can help:

® encourage time away from the desk - exercise,
hobbies, or seeing friends

® protect mealtimes as screen-free moments

e plan small breaks or fun activities to look
forward to

e remind them that rest is productive too - it
helps the brain recharge.
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GET EVERYTHING IN ONE PLACE
Clutter causes stress and wasted time. Having the
right notes and resources to hand helps your teen

start each session focused and ready to work.

How you can help:

® encourage them to sort and label folders or
digital files by subject

e keep stationery, notes, and past papers
together in one area.

e suggest colour-coding for key topics.

e help them tidy their desk or study space at the
end of each day.

There’s more support waiting for you!

Join Parent Club for trusted advice and practical

support for parents of teens in Years 9-13.

You'll receive regular emails packed with helpful
tips, expert guidance, and access to parent
guides and live Q&As - all designed to help you
support your teen through each stage of the

school year.

Scan the QR code or visit to find out

more.



http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/parent-membership
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What will | study?

Have you always wanted to understand why people act
the way they do? What are the influences on our
behaviour that we don’t even think about? Then
psychology could be the answer to your questions.
Year 12 will try and offer a flavour of the vast array of
different ways psychology is studied and applied before
you have chance to look in more detail at some of the
topics, debates which exist and the methods
undertaken by researchers.

Units of study

There are three units to study including an
introductory overview of different areas of psychology
including Social Influence, Memory, Attachment,
Clinical Psychology and Mental Health. Unit 2 looks
at the methods and research approaches undertaken
while Unit 3 focuses on some of the issues and debates

which are current in the world of psychology.

What do students do afterwards?

Psychology clearly is a gateway to further study in this
and similar areas such as criminology and sociology and
with tr.a‘nsfera.ble.skills such .as resear.ch', essay writing How will | be assessed?
and critical thinking the options are limitless. Many

students will opt to continue their studies at university Assessment is through three written exams at the end
but the skills acquired are equally relevant in many of Year 13.

workplaces.
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Mr Walker is available in M1 any lunchtime and after Use Seneca Learning to focus on areas of weak
school for individual support. knowledge or understanding.

The school has bought and given you a GCSE Use the Craig n Dave videos for multimedia support
Computer Science Revision book. to address revision areas.

There are various revision resources, past exam papers Use BBC Bitsesize Computer Science for any web

and mark schemes in Google Classroom Unit 1 (Code:  research you need to perform. This information will be
z5ux7eu) and Unit 2 (Code: dr3szx6). in terms you understand.

Use your GCSE Skills and Knowledge Tracker to
identify any weaknesses you have in your knowledge

and understanding.
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https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.youtube.com/@craigndave/playlists
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk

NOTICES

World Book Day is Thursday 5 March and we will be celebrating this with Year 7 and 8. If you are in Year 7
or 8, please come in dressed as your favourite character or in non-uniform. If you could bring a donation of
chocolate or sweets for the tombola, that would be great. Friends of Whitby School will be doing a tombola
before we break up for Easter.

During your lessons, teachers will be sharing, with you, their favourite books. We would also like you to
bring in your favourite book to share with staff and pupils and you will have some reading time.

Finally, you will have the opportunity to enter a book token competition with some great prizes for the
winning designs.
g desig

Our new spring-summer menus are available to view on our website. Choose
from traditional, fusion or street dishes with yummy desserts including jam

roly poly and custard! Scan the QR code and take a look.

A national writing competition that celebrates young people who can explain science clearly, creatively, and
accurately, using evidence and reliable sources.

First prize: £1000 and work published (+ runner up prizes)

Open for entries: Now

Entries close: Wednesday 19 March 2026

Everything needed to enter (including suggested themes and FAQs) can be found HERE.
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https://www.absw.org.uk/pages/competition-essentials




EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

® Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

e Airy Hill Choir, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 9 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Girls Active ‘Just Dance’, 12.45-1.15pm (Dance
Studio, Prospect Hill Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, lunch time

(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

TUESDAY

e Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

¢ Airy Hill Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 10 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Year 7-8 Football, 3.30-4.30pm (Field/Astro,
Airy Hill Site)

e Football Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Field, Prospect Hill
Site)

e SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)

e KS3 Drama Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill
Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, 3.30-
4.45pm (N9, Prospect Hill Site)

e Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

WEDNESDAY

e Debating Club, lunchtime (Room 3, Airy Hill site)
e Chess Club, 12.45-1.15pm (Library, Airy Hill Site)
o Writers’ Club, lunchtime (Prospect Hill Site)
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Year 11 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 7-8 Netball, 3.30-4.30pm (Courts, Airy Hill
Site)

All Years Badminton, 3.30-4.30pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Whitby Table Tennis Club, 7.00-8.00pm (Gym,
Airy Hill Site)

THURSDAY

Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

KS4 Racket Sports, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Funk Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Prospect
Hill Site)

Health and Social Care Intervention, lunchtime
(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

Debating Club, lunchtime (H4, Prospect Hill site)
SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

FRIDAY

Science Sparx, 12.45-1.15pm (R6, Airy Hill Site)
Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

Games Club, 12.46-1.15pm (R4, Airy Hill Site)
BTEC Sport Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm (H9,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 10 GCSE PE Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm
(S4, Prospect Hill Site)

Writers’ Club, Lunchtime (H9, Prospect Hill Site)



KEY DATES

w/b Monday 2 March .........eeuueeneene National Careers Week
Tuesday 3 March ...eeceneeesencsennnns Digital Futures for SEND Learners, 10.40am-12.45pm - Year 8 pupils
Year 8 County Basketball Final at York College
Primary Key Steps 2 Gym, 1.00-3.00pm (Prospect Hill site)
Thursday 5 March ...ueeeerenerenanees World Book Day
Eskdale Festival
Year 7 District Netball at St Augustine’s School, 1.30pm
Year 10 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm

Friday 6 March ....censiecncnnennennes Eskdale Festival
Primary Key Steps 2 Gym, 1.00-3.00pm (Prospect Hill site)
Monday 9 March .....ceesecnnennecnee Year 3/4 Hockey Coaching (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 10 March ......ueeeverreuecnnenne Digital Futures for SEND Learners, 10.40am-12.45pm - Year 8 pupils

Year 8 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm
Straws Cup Football, 4.00pm (3G Pitch)

Wednesday 11 March ......uuecuerennecs Year 7 County Basketball at York College
U-14 Netball reserve date
Monday 16 March ........cceueuesueenncrrens House Football Tournament
Tuesday 17 March ...uuneneencencrennne Primary Quick Sticks Hockey, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Year 7 Rugby at Malton RFC, 2.00pm
Wednesday 18 March .........cueueunneee U-14 W/R Partnership at Lady Lumley’s School
Year 10 Six-a-Side Football, 2.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Thursday 19 March .........eueeenne.. U-12 T1 Rugby at Malton RFU
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 1, 4.00-6.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Friday 20 March ..uoueeeeeuncnncunsanees Primary Quick Sticks Hockey, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 24 March ....ueceneeeecnnncne Year 9 to York St John University for the Making Waves Programme
Thursday 26 March .......cceueseverrennees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm

Year 8 Netball (reserve date) at Scarborough College, 1.30pm
Oxbridge Visit for some Year 10 and 12 pupils and students, 2.30-3.30pm
(Prospect Hill site)
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 2,4.00-6.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Friday 20 March ..u.ueeeeeecnnierenesene Primary Cross Country - League 3, 1.45pm (Airy Hill site)
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Mon. 30 March.-Fri. 10 April ......... Easter Holiday

Thursday 16 April ...eeeeeeeecseersennees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm
Friday 17 April uccueensenccresncennenenne Year 5/6 Cricket at Whitby CC, 10.00am TBC
Tuesday 21 April c...ueeeeneereereenreneennnes Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)
Friday 24 April cuuueeceeereennecenenseanns Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 28 April ...uceeeeeenncnrscnsenenes Primary Tennis, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Friday 1 May ...ceeeceernecnnssasssnenecssens Primary Cricket at Mulgrave CC,10.00am-3.00pm
Monday 4 May .......ceeeeuneensencernsenns Bank Holiday
Wednesday 6 May ......cceerecrnsseneens District Athletics Trials at Scarborough College, 1.30pm
Thursday 7 May .....uceeneerenssseseesennes Exams begin
Friday 8 May ...ucinecrcecencsensascsecns Primary Tri Golf at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-3.00pm
Wednesday 20 May .......cceeeeeucerrennees Year 8 to York St John University for the Conference for the Making Waves
Programme
Thursday 21 May ......cceueenserecrsnsenns Year 10 Employability Day
Mon. 25-Fri. 29 May ....cocernrunsanecs Half Term Holiday
Monday 1June .eeeceecercenesansanee Year 9/10 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm
Tuesday 2 June ..uvrveesenncunsanscsscsses Year 10 Rounders at Ryedale School, 1.30pm
Wednesday 3 June ...ueceeeenecnnenne Year 10 Six-a-Side Cricket at Bridlington CC,10.00am
Thursday 4 June ....eeeecrnserenenne Year 7/8 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm
Friday 5 June uercercenscnneacnasnnenns Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Saturday 6 June ......eeeeeereneennnennens County Athletics Trials/Championships at York University
Mon. 8-Fri. 12 June ....cccoeeeeererecaenence Year 10 Work Experience (Health & Social Care and Achieve cohort)
Tuesday 9 June ..eeeeneeseennscnneens Year 8 Six-a-Side Cricket at Whitby CC,10.00am
Wednesday 10 June .....coueeueenecnnene Town v Country Track and Field Athletics at York University, 10.30am-
2.30pm
Thursday 11 June ...eeeeecenesecnnenne Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Year 9 Rounders at Scalby School
Tuesday 16 June a.eeeeeennceneencerenes Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Year 8 Rounders at Malton School
Thursday 18 June .....eeeeerveucsasenene U-15 District Tennis at Ryedale School
Friday 19 June ..ueeeenesenesenennnennes Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 23 June ...eveecenensenseenne Primary Athletics, 12.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
U-13 District Tennis at Ryedale School
Wednesday 24 June ......eeverreenecnne Exam Contingency Day

We're Here If You Need Us Evening, 4.00-6.00pm, with internet safety
talk delivered at 5.00pm
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Mon. 7 September School Opens Mon. 4 January Training Day
Thurs. 22 October School Closes

Fri. 23 October Training Day

Mon. 26-Fri. 30 Half Term Holiday
October

Mon. 32 November School Opens
Fri. 18 December School Closes

Mon. 21 Dec.-Fri. 1 Christmas Holiday
January 2027 Mon. 22 March.- Easter Holiday

Fri. 2 April

Tues. 5 January School Opens
Fri. 5 February School Closes

Mon. 8-Fri. 12 Half Term Holiday
February

Mon. 15 February School Opens
Fri. 19 March School Closes

Mon. 5 April School Opens
Mon. 3 May Bank Holiday
Fri. 28 May School Closes

Mon. 31 May- Half Term Holiday
Fri. 4 June

Mon. 7 June School Opens
Fri. 23 July School Closes

Mon. 26 July Training Day

Two additional Training

Days TBC
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MEET THE STAFF

Senior Leadership Team

Mr D Perry — Executive Headteacher

Miss J Caddell - Head of School

Ms S Boyd — Deputy Headteacher

Mrs J Bradley — Assistant Headteacher (Prospect Hill site)
Mrs K Mallender — Assistant Headteacher (Airy Hill site)
Mr A Whelan - Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)

SEND
Mrs H Kirk - SENCo

Safeguarding
Miss J Caddell - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Bradley — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Heads of Year
Mrs A Harrison - Year 7
Ms D Reddy - Year 7
Mr A Raw - Year 8

Ms A Ruberry - Year 9
Ms J Osowski - Year 10
Mrs AM Scales - Year 11

Care & Achievement Coordinators
Miss A Clarkson - Year 7

Miss E Hutton - Year 8

Miss K Wilson - Year 8

Mr D Taylor - Year 9

Mr D Jackson - Year 10

Mrs H Ross - Year 11

Mr J Daley - Year 12 & 13



are a group of teens local to the Whitby area.
They formed as a band just over a year ago in a feat of
mutual passion for music. They specialise in covers

ranging from alt rock to much loved classics such as

singles by The Cure and Radiohead.













