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As we continue our work this term we continue to
focus on improving the quality of teaching and
learning across the school. In particular, we have been
developing our approach to adaptive practice within
classrooms. This ensures that teaching is responsive to
the needs of all pupils - prioritising what is essential for
some, while enhancing the learning experience for
everyone.

Alongside this, we have had a strong focus on reading
this week and have undertaken an audit of our current
provision. This has involved careful consideration of
how we support pupils to access the curriculum
through confident reading as well as how we foster a
genuine love of reading for pleasure.

The audit highlighted a number of key strengths. It was
particularly pleasing to see the strong commitment,
goodwill, and genuine care demonstrated by staff
across the school in supporting pupil success. In
addition, our transition screening processes are well
established and continue to provide reliable diagnostic
information to inform our work.
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Building on these strengths,

our next step is to further refine and strengthen our
whole-school reading strategy. We will focus on
ensuring a clear and cohesive approach that brings
together assessment, targeted interventions,
curriculum planning, and opportunities for reading for
pleasure.

It has been lovely to see the evenings becoming lighter
and to feel the first signs of spring in the air, always a
welcome boost for everyone.

We are also very much looking forward to celebrating
the many achievements of our pupils next week as part
of our rewards events. It is a fantastic opportunity to
recognise their hard work, commitment and successes.
We look forward to sharing some photos with you

soon!

With very best wishes,
Miss Caddell
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Year 7s set off to Malton RUFC with the sun shining
and boys pumped up ready for action.

The draw went in our favour, we successfully defeated
St Augustine’s and Lady Lumley’s with some real

confidence coming through from the team.

Courage is a word used at times too often, today it was
deserved by them as a team. The boys stood up and
gave it their all against a stubborn Norton side, the
opposition taking the game to a draw in the final
moments (2-2).

The final part of the afternoon was about character
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and just pure grit and determination. Ryedale and
Malton proved to be too tough for periods of the
games, taking the chance of second place further away
but the boys dug deep and defended the try line as
best they could.

A strong learning curve for some and vital experience

for others but a brilliant afternoon of rugby.
Thanks to Malton RUFC and Mr Morris for again

delivering a superb district tournament. Third place to

Whitby School’s Year 7s.
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Over the past few weeks, we have welcomed three
visitors to our school. As part of their visits, a group of
pupils took part in Pupil Voice conversations, sharing
their experiences of school life and learning. During
these discussions, | encouraged the pupils to be open
and honest, as clear and genuine feedback is the best
way for us to continue improving as a school

community.

Our pupils represented the school wonderfully. They
spoke with maturity, confidence and thoughtfulness
about their experiences, offering helpful insights and
reflections. It was particularly pleasing to see how
seriously they took this responsibility, recognising that
their voices play an important role in shaping the

future of our school.
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Taking part in conversations like these is excellent
practice for developing leadership skills. By speaking
on behalf of their peers and sharing their perspectives,
pupils help ensure that our school continues to grow

and develop in positive ways.

As a thank you for their time and effort, each pupil
who participated received five positive points in
recognition of their contribution. We are very grateful
for their willingness to take part and for the pride they
showed in representing their school so well. Thank you

to all involved!

Mrs Mallender
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The SEN Parents’ Focus Group meets to enable

parents to support each other.

At our last meeting we were visited by Pam Melville,
an educational psychologist who explained the work
she does and how to navigate the EHCP system. She
was also very supportive and informative in answering

pa rents’ questions.

It was great to hear that more children have been
awarded their Educational Health Care Plans or have

been offered assessments since we last met.

We hope to help more parents who have requested
support completing EHCP applications and other

documentation.

As always, our members were able to support each
other on their challengingjourney through life with a
neurodivergent child.

We hope you will be able to join us for our March
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meeting when we will be delighted to welcome Nicola
from Place2Be. She will explain the role of Place2Be
on both sites and the benefits it can provide for your
child. Nicola will welcome questions from you all, so
please come along and get the answers you have been

searching for.

In addition to our guest, we will still have time to chat
over a cuppa and share experiences and expertise. If
you have a primary school child with SEN who will
eventually attend Whitby School, you are very
welcome to come along; it is never too early to start
addressing the issues and investigating what may be
available to make your child’s transition into secondary

education run smoothly.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 26 March, 10.00am
-12.00pm at the Airy Hill Site. We hope to see you

there.




NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 57

Following the very sad news of two recent deaths in
Kent linked to meningitis (strain B), we wanted to
share some helpful information about meningococcal
disease and the vaccinations available to protect

against it.

Since 2015, the Meningococcal B (MenB) vaccine has
been included in the national childhood immunisation
programme and is routinely given in infancy. Children
born before 2015 would not have received this vaccine
as part of the NHS schedule, although it is available
privately.

The MenACWY vaccine, which protects against four
strains of meningitis (A, C, W and Y), is routinely
offered to young people in Year 9 through the school-
based immunisation programme. If your

child missed their Year 9 vaccination, we

are able to offer catch-up appointments

locally - please contact our team if you

would like to arrange this.

For those who would like to learn more, a

recent webinar for parents and carers

about the DTP and MenACWY vaccines is
available to watch HERE.

If your child has not yet received the
MenACWY vaccine, please contact a
member of the Vaccination UK team, who
will be happy to support you in completing

a consent form.

Please note that the MenACWY vaccine is
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offered from Year 9 onwards and cannot be given
before this stage.

If you have any concerns or would like further

information about meningitis, we recommend visiting

HERE.

Thank you for your continued support in helping to
protect the health and wellbeing of all children and

young people.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uj3ql-WLin8&t=28s
https://www.meningitisnow.org
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FINDING A WORKSPACE AT HOME
Not every family has a spare room or desk - and that’s
fine. The key is helping your teen find a spot that

signals “work time” and limits distractions.

How you can help:

e choose a consistent area, even if it’s part of a
dining table or kitchen counter

e make it feel different from leisure time - use a
box or tray to store study items.

e keep lighting good and background noise low;
headphones can help if it’s busy

e encourage them to tidy up when finished so the

space returns to normal use.

MANAGING SCREEN TIME

Laptops and phones are essential for studying, but
they can also be the biggest distractions. Clear digital
boundaries help your teen focus and protect their

wellbeing.

How you can help:

e encourage phones out of reach or on “Do Not
Disturb” while revising

e use focus apps or timers to block social media
during work sessions

e suggest checking messages only during planned
breaks

e keep some activities (eg, meals, movie time)
deliberately phone-free.
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SETTING THE MOOD FOR CONCENTRATION KEEP THE ATMOSPHERE POSITIVE

The study environment shapes focus more than we A calm, encouraging home environment makes a big
think. Light, scent, sound and temperature can all difference. Your support helps your teen stay
make revision more effective - or more stressful. confident and motivated, especially when things feel
stressful.
How you can help: How you can help:
e keep the space bright and well ventilated; e ask how you can help rather than assuming
natural light boosts alertness what they need
e use quiet background music or white noise if it ® keep your own tone calm - they’ll often mirror
helps them focus your energy
® eep the temperature comfortable - too warm ® be patient if they’re short-tempered - stress
makes concentration drop often comes out sideways
e try a subtle scent (like citrus or peppermint) to e plan small ways to relax together.

create a “study atmosphere.”

There’s more support waiting for you!

Join Parent Club for trusted advice and practical

support for parents of teens in Years 9-13.

You'll receive regular emails packed with helpful
tips, expert guidance, and access to parent
guides and live Q&As - all designed to help you
support your teen through each stage of the

school year.

Scan the QR code or visit to find out

more.
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http://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/parent-membership
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What will | study?

Are you fascinated by how the human body
works? Have you ever wondered why some
people can run faster, jump further or
develop muscles easier than others or how the
mind can influence sport performance? If you
have a passion and genuine interest for sport
and exercise we can set youona path toa
career in the ever expanding sport, exercise or
leisure industry. Or you can study Sport as a
Diploma and take 14 units in total which is

the equivalent of two courses.

What do students do afterwards?

Supports progression to higher education and
employment when combined with other level
3 qualifications. Students have taken the
opportunity to continue their studies in sports
science, PE teaching, leisure, sport
psychology and physiotherapy. Students
wishing to pursue a career in the Armed
Services, Police, Sports Coaching or the
leisure industry will find the qualification

really useful.

How will | be assessed?
Nine Units to complete: six are assessed internally

through assignment-based work; three are set and

marked externally.

What can | do to prepare?

Take a keen interest in a range of sports and exercise
matters; follow related news and apps to keep abreast
of what’s happening the world of sport, exercise and
leisure. Play sport on a regular basis and keep fit. Try
to understand why things happen eg, the purpose of
tactics or the benefits/adaptations to the body from

exercise.



NOTICES

The Sixth Form will be welcoming a group of Dutch students as part of an exchange programme from
Monday 13 until Friday 17 April. Their visit will give our students the opportunity to engage with peers from
another country and develop cultural understanding. We are also exploring the possibility of a return visit
which will allow our students to travel to the Netherlands in the future and further extend this valuable

international partnership.

Whitby School has been awarded the Music Mark of
Recognition for Ambition and Quality! We have been
recognised as having a leading example of a consistent
commitment to music education with an ambitious and

collaborative approach.

If your child is unwell and unfit to learn, please can you ensure that the reason for absence is reported by
9.00am on each day of absence. Ideally this should be done via the My Child at School app or by calling

school and choosing option 1 to leave a voicemail.
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FEAST is back this Easter, offering free holiday details). Each activity you book includes a free healthy
activities with food for children and young people meal for your child.

across North Yorkshire. If you believe your child is eligible and do not receive

What’s happening when? your voucher on 9 March, please contact your school
e from Monday 2 March - browse activities on the office.
FEAST website and view the offline activity listings

Families who are not eligible for free places may be

, )
to see what's on in your area able to book paid places directly with providers.

Visit the FEAST website from Monday 2 March to

explore what’s on this Easter.

e midday, Monday 9 March - vouchers go live.
Eligible families will receive a text or email from
HolidayActivities to redeem their voucher and
request places

e from Wednesday 11 March - activity providers

begin allocating places. “He loved it, and couldn’t wait to go
Free places are available for children who receive back the next da)’~ He had so much to
benefits-related Free School Meals (or who are tell me afterwards and rea"y enjoyed
eligible by exception — see the FEAST FAQs for himself” - Parent
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https://northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast/?utm_source=red+bag&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=easter
https://northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast/information-for-families/
https://northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast/?utm_source=red+bag&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=easter




EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

® Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

e Airy Hill Choir, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 9 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Girls Active ‘Just Dance’, 12.45-1.15pm (Dance
Studio, Prospect Hill Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, lunch time

(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

TUESDAY

e Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

¢ Airy Hill Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 10 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Year 7-8 Football, 3.30-4.30pm (Field/Astro,
Airy Hill Site)

e Football Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Field, Prospect Hill
Site)

e SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)

e KS3 Drama Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill
Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, 3.30-
4.45pm (N9, Prospect Hill Site)

e Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

WEDNESDAY

e Debating Club, lunchtime (Room 3, Airy Hill site)
e Chess Club, 12.45-1.15pm (Library, Airy Hill Site)
o Writers’ Club, lunchtime (Prospect Hill Site)
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Year 11 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 7-8 Netball, 3.30-4.30pm (Courts, Airy Hill
Site)

All Years Badminton, 3.30-4.30pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Whitby Table Tennis Club, 7.00-8.00pm (Gym,
Airy Hill Site)

THURSDAY

Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

KS4 Racket Sports, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Funk Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Prospect
Hill Site)

Health and Social Care Intervention, lunchtime
(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

Debating Club, lunchtime (H4, Prospect Hill site)
SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

FRIDAY

Science Sparx, 12.45-1.15pm (R6, Airy Hill Site)
Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

Games Club, 12.46-1.15pm (R4, Airy Hill Site)
BTEC Sport Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm (H9,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 10 GCSE PE Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm
(S4, Prospect Hill Site)

Writers’ Club, Lunchtime (H9, Prospect Hill Site)
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KEY DATES

Tuesday 24 March ....ceeereernencnanes Year 9 to York St John University for the Making Waves Programme
Thursday 26 March .......ccueeeverennees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm

Year 8 Netball (reserve date) at Scarborough College, 1.30pm

Oxbridge Visit for some Year 10 and 12 pupils and students, 2.30-3.30pm

(Prospect Hill site)
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 2, 4.00-6.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Friday 20 March ...uueeeceuennecnncnnenne Non-uniform Day (Prospect Hill site) in return of donations of sweets/

Easter Eggs etc. to support the endeavours of the Year 11 Prom Committee

Primary Cross Country - League 3, 1.45pm (Airy Hill site)

Thursday 26 March ........cueeeverrennees Friends of Whitby School Tombola, 12.45-1.30pm (Library, Prospect Hill
site)

Mon. 30 March.-Fri. 10 April ......... Easter Holiday

[ A s Sixth Form Netherlands Exchange Visit

Thursday 16 April .....eeeeeveuceueeeennees Year 11 BTEC Dance Assessment, 1.30-3.30pm

Friday 17 April c.uuecuecnneencenenceneeenennene Year 5/6 Cricket at Whitby CC,10.00am TBC

Tuesday 21 April ...uuceeenecrserseecnseene Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)

ST E VI 2N | [ — Year 3/4 Quad Kids (Airy Hill site)

Tuesday 28 April ueeeeuecunenneesensanee Primary Tennis, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Friday 1 May ...eceeeeeenecercennsanssnnenns Primary Cricket at Mulgrave CC,10.00am-3.00pm

Monday 4 May ......uveevenneerensssessnnnee Bank Holiday

Wednesday 6 May ......ccccoeuennsererene District Athletics Trials at Scarborough College, 1.30pm

Thursday 7 May ......cceencensercersesseenee Exams begin

Friday 8 May ......cccevenennsesnssnnnesnne Primary Tri Golf at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-3.00pm

Monday 11 May .....ueeeveencnscennesennee Year 10 Ideas Foundation Poetry Workshops (Prospect Hill site)

Wednesday 20 May ......ccoeeererennnennes Year 8 to York St John University for the Conference for the Making Waves
Programme

Thursday 21 May ....ceenenneencensesenne Year 10 Employability Day

Mon. 25-Fri. 29 May .....cceereeernncne Half Term Holiday
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Monday 1June ceneeeccrsencsassnnee Year 9/10 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm

Tuesday 2 June ...uceceeeennrensenccnsnssnns Year 10 Rounders at Ryedale School, 1.30pm
Wednesday 3 June .....cceeevsnuncnnecne Year 10 Six-a-Side Cricket at Bridlington CC,10.00am
Thursday 4 June ...ueeeeecencnsernenne Year 7/8 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm
Friday 5 June wecccrccesserccacnnsnnenne Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Saturday 6 June ..eeeeesenessennenneens County Athletics Trials/Championships at York University
Mon. 8-Fri. 12 June ....cccoecsuseseucusasenes Year 10 Work Experience (Health & Social Care and Achieve cohort)
Tuesday 9 June ...uccersersrncnscnsenne Year 8 Six-a-Side Cricket at Whitby CC,10.00am
Wednesday 10 June ..ceencerecrncenees Town v Country Track and Field Athletics at York University, 10.30am-
2.30pm
Year 7 Hunger Games Event, 1.30-3.30pm (Airy Hill site)
Thursday 11 June ...uccerseencncnnenne Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Year 9 Rounders at Scalby School
Friday 12 June .ueceuneessenennnnncnnes Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 16 June ...eeeeenncencencernnee Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Year 8 Rounders at Malton School
Thursday 18 June ..ceeeecseeucssessenne U-15 District Tennis at Ryedale School
Friday 19 June .ecenencseennnnecnnes Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 23 June ...eneecseensenseenne Primary Athletics, 12.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

U-13 District Tennis at Ryedale School

Wednesday 24 June ......eceenernensse Exam Contingency Day
We're Here If You Need Us Evening, 4.00-6.00pm, with internet safety
talk delivered at 5.00pm

Thursday 25 June ..eeerennsernesones Year 7 Rounders at St Augustine’s School
Year 11 Prom
Monday 29 June ..eeeenrencenesenns Year 7 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 10.30am
Year 9 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC,1.00pm
Wednesday 1 July a.eenerenerenenennnecs Year 8 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 10.30am
Year 10 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 1.00pm
Friday 3 July wueeeenncenenceeeenennnns Primary Tri Golf Competition at Whitby Golf Club
Monday 6 July ...u.ueeerereecenreneannes Inter School Golf Championships at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-4.00pm
IR i ——— Transition - Year 6-7; Year 8-9
Monday 13 July ...cueercernnnecnnenene Vaccination Catch-up (DTP/MenACWY & HPV)
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Mon. 7 September School Opens Mon. 4 January Training Day
Thurs. 22 October School Closes

Fri. 23 October Training Day

Mon. 26-Fri. 30 Half Term Holiday
October

Mon. 32 November School Opens
Fri. 18 December School Closes

Mon. 21 Dec.-Fri. 1 Christmas Holiday
January 2027 Mon. 22 March.- Easter Holiday

Fri. 2 April

Tues. 5 January School Opens
Fri. 5 February School Closes

Mon. 8-Fri. 12 Half Term Holiday
February

Mon. 15 February School Opens
Fri. 19 March School Closes

Mon. 5 April School Opens
Mon. 3 May Bank Holiday
Fri. 28 May School Closes

Mon. 31 May- Half Term Holiday
Fri. 4 June

Mon. 7 June School Opens
Fri. 23 July School Closes

Mon. 26 July Training Day

Two additional Training

Days TBC
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MEET THE STAFF

Senior Leadership Team

Mr D Perry — Executive Headteacher

Miss J Caddell - Head of School

Ms S Boyd — Deputy Headteacher

Mrs J Bradley — Assistant Headteacher (Prospect Hill site)
Mrs K Mallender — Assistant Headteacher (Airy Hill site)
Mr A Whelan - Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)

SEND
Mrs H Kirk - SENCo

Safeguarding
Miss J Caddell - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Bradley — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Heads of Year
Mrs A Harrison - Year 7
Ms D Reddy - Year 7
Mr A Raw - Year 8

Ms A Ruberry - Year 9
Ms J Osowski - Year 10
Mrs AM Scales - Year 11

Care & Achievement Coordinators
Miss A Clarkson - Year 7

Miss E Hutton - Year 8

Miss K Wilson - Year 8

Mr D Taylor - Year 9

Mr D Jackson - Year 10

Mrs H Ross - Year 11

Mr J Daley - Year 12 & 13


















