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We’re so happy when your child is

here

Dear Parents, Carers, and Members of the Whitby

School Community,

As we approach the final stretch of the academic year,
| want to take a moment to talk again about something
that lies at the heart of every child’s success:

attendance.

At Whitby School, we are proud of the progress we've
made. Our attendance for pupils with social,
emotional, and mental health needs is higher than the
national average, and our Year 7 pupils are leading the
way with attendance above that of similar schools - a

huge well done to them! We also see a strong pattern
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on Tuesdays, where our

attendance consistently outperforms similar schools.

However, we must also be honest: overall attendance
at Whitby School still needs improvement. This is a
challenge we must face together - as staff, pupils,

families, and the wider community.

Why does attendance matter so much?

e the Department for Education (DfE) reports that
pupils with attendance above 95% are far more
likely to achieve strong GCSE results

e children who attend school regularly report higher
levels of happiness and wellbeing

o regular attendance builds confidence, friendships,

and a sense of belonging.
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We've noticed a particular trend: Fridays are our
weakest day for attendance, and we fall behind similar
schools. We understand from conversations with
families that some pupils are balancing part-time work
with school, and this can lead to tiredness. If your child
is working, please ensure they have a work permit and
that their hours are appropriate for their age.

Education must come first.

We want every child to thrive - and we are so glad
when they are here. That’s why we’re launching a
new Attendance Campaign, with exciting raffle
prizes including:

Tickets to Flamingo Land

Tickets to Middlesbrough Football Club
Vouchers for local restaurants

Prizes donated by local businesses

We are incredibly grateful to our community for
supporting this initiative.

Looking ahead, we’re encouraged: Whitby School’s
attendance this year is on track to be higher than
both Eskdale and Caedmon’s last year. But we’re not
there yet. We must keep going.

Finally, I'm proud to say that all local primary and
secondary headteachers have come together to agree
on shared communications and approaches about
attendance. We stand united because we all believe in
the same thing: your child’s presence in school

matters.

Thank you for your continued support. Let’s finish the
year strong - together.

Best wishes,

Mr G Davies,
Headteacher

© Matt Cooper msclphotography(@hotmail.co.uk
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Enhanced Transition

We were exceptionally lucky, to welcome 30 Year 6
pupils early into Whitby School in preparation for an
exciting few transition days. Pupils got to meet new
friends and have a tour of the school, we are so
excited to hear about their past few weeks at
primary school and look forward to seeing familiar

faces next week at our Airy Hill site.

Issue 30
01947 601901 | E post@whitbyschool.co.uk

NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 30

This year at Whitby School we have a very
exciting Golden Ticket Attendance Raffle.
Each week a pupil has achieved 100%
from Easter to the end of the summer
term their name is put into the draw. We
have been exceptionally lucky and lots of
generous local businesses have donated
some exciting prizes.

The draw will take to place in the last
week of the summer term.

e Whitby Pavilion - cinema tickets

® Middlesbrough Football club - 2 home

game tickets

Sneaton Castle - meal for two

Flamingo Land - two tickets

Magpie Cafe - voucher

Evolution Martial Arts - voucher for 3

months training

Whitby Book Shop - book and voucher

e Bothams - two £10 vouchers

e North Yorkshire Water Park - two
tickets.
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We would like to extend our thanks to everyone who
made our Year 11 Prom a spectacular evening. Special
appreciation goes to Paul Armstrong at the Artistic
Lens, Charlene Kirk for the donation of the balloon
arch, Lorraine Leadley at Beckholme Flowers for the
fresh flower crowns, Limelight Hire for the photo
booth, DJ Mr Gaulter, Sneaton Castle for helping

create a magical atmosphere.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to our staff and pupll
prom committees, whose hard work, creativity, and
dedication behind the scenes ensured everything ran

smoothly and beautifully.
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Our pupils were an absolute credit to the school. It
was a privilege to see them celebrate the end of a

remarkable chapter in their lives.

This cohort has journeyed through extraordinary
times. They weathered the challenges of a global
pandemic, with some even navigating the complexities
of changing schools along the way. Through it all, they
have shown ambition, character, endeavour,

and courage - qualities that will serve them well in

whatever path they choose next.

© Paul Armstrong at the Artistic Lens
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© Paul Armstrong at the Artistic Lens
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© Paul Armstrong at the Artistic Lens
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This week saw Ms Beattie and Mr Cox take eight of
our high aspiring Year 12 students on our yearly trip to
Brasenose College, Oxford University. This is a well
established trip for students in Whitby and we always
make sure to meet up with past students who are living
in or who have studied at Oxford or Cambridge, of
which we have quite an alumni! This year, Whitby
School student Billy had the opportunity to meet up
with ex-Caedmon School pupil Jack, who is originally
from Glaisdale. Jack left the Sixth Form here and went
on to study Electrical Engineering at the prestigious
University College London. He already has had a very
varied and incredibly exciting career (“...and the
money’s not bad either” he told us); some of the
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projects he has worked on were fascinating to learn
about.

As usual, we stayed overnight in Oxford University
student accommodation. There was no cost to
students for this trip. Students planned their time
around the delicious meals that were provided in the
College dining room and students went with their
friends to various subject talks, seeing the different
Colleges and also visiting some of the museums and
just enjoying being in the city of Oxford. The students
were a delight to take and everyone really enjoyed the
experience and came away feeling inspired - staff
included!




etlER
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Here are what some of the students had to say:

“My favourite part was exploring the city; | enjoyed
walking around and getting the feel for uni life”

“My favourite part of the Oxford trip was seeing all of
the different Colleges and how each has their own
different way of running it. | also enjoyed the
architecture and the natural history museum. [ also

enjoyed spending time with my friends.”

“My favourite part was staying in the
accommodation overnight as it helped me to
understand more about university accommodation

and also enjoy time with my friends.”

“It was great getting to experience what life is like in a

university and also exploring such a historic city.”

“It was great getting to experience what life is like in a university and also exploring such a historic city.”
9 ] ] P y (d 9 y
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Twenty pupils had a wonderful visit out to North
Yorkshire Water Park a couple of weeks ago. Groups
took part in bush craft and archery in the morning, our
lovely Learning Support Assistants even got to have a
go, although | think our pupils were better.

In the afternoon the sunshine came out and we took
part in raft building and then paddle boarding out on
the lake. Pupils were given equipment to try and

successfully make a raft, it's safe to say none of our

Issue 30
01947 601901 | E post@whitbyschool.co.uk

rafts would keep us safe in an emergency, but we had
lots of fun trying. Out on the lake pupils and staff

paddled out on giant paddle boards and attempted to
coordinate their strokes in the water before spending

the afternoon playing games and jumping in the water.

The pupils, as always were an absolute credit to the
school and we are exceptionally proud of how hard

they have worked this year.
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Music Exam Successes

Huge congratulations to Year 9 pupil Stephen and
Year 10 pupil William who have both recently
achieved their grade 5 trumpet practical exams (with
William scoring particularly highly being awarded a
merit). William and Stephen are both committed
musicians, performing in Music Centre ensembles in
numerous events throughout the year in and around
the local community. Their success demonstrates all
of our school values by the bucketload; very well

done.

ATTENDANCE FOCUS EVERY DAY COUNTS!

If your child is unwell and unfit to learn, please can you
ensure that the reason for absence is reported by

9.00am on each day of absence. Ideally this should be

done via the My Child at School app or by calling
school and choosing option 1 to leave a voicemail.

As you will be aware schools are not permitted to 90-95.9%
Concern.

authorise holidays in term time unless there are
Low Attendance.

exceptional circumstances. If it is necessary for a
holiday in term time to be taken, please complete a
leave of absence request form (can be collected from
reception at both sites), stating your reasons/
exceptional circumstances, so that these can be
considered. Schools are not able to authorise a leave of

Expected attendance means having no more than

absence retrospectively, so it is important that a seven days off this school year!

request is made in advance.

Please can you notify school if your child will be late in line with school’s policy and may result in sanctions
due to a medical appointment. If we do not receive being issued.
notification, your child’s arrival will be marked as late Thank you for your continued support.

Issue 30
01947 601901 | E post@whitbyschool.co.uk













NOTICES

Please note that, for health and safety reasons, we need to restrict the movement of traffic on the schools’
sites to keep our pupils safe. Parking is unavoidably limited for visitors, particularly on our Prospect Hill Site.
However, Mayfield Road has space for parking which is easy to access. There are many pupils leaving the
site at 3.30pm and we need it to be as safe as possible for them. Please therefore avoid turning into the
Prospect Hill car park if there is space on Mayfield Road. Please also be respectful of our school neighbours
and do not block or park in their private parking areas. This includes Beevers’ Furniture Store car park -
dropping off/collecting pupils from Beevers’ car park is not permitted, nor is dropping off/collecting from
our neighbours’ parking areas at the top of the school driveway. The emergency access bay near to the field
gate at our Prospect Hill Site also must be left clear at all times. When driving onto either school site, please
note the Smph speed limit and the reverse only policy for parking so that you only drive forwards out of any

parking space. Thank you for your support with these matters.

Applications are now open and parents can apply online

Follow us to see the exciting things our students are achieving at Whitby Sixth Form.
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https://www.instagram.com/ws_sixthform/
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-college-transport/transport-sixth-form-or-college
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-college-transport/transport-sixth-form-or-college
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY
e Airy Hill Site Band, Lunchtime

TUESDAY

e Sixth Form Maths, 3.30-4.30pm (M2)

e Gym Club, 3.30-4.30pm. All years welcome. (Prospect Hill site Fitness Suite)
e GCSE Music coursework help, 3.30-4.30pm

WEDNESDAY

e Choir, Lunchtime (Airy Hill Site)

® Year 11 Maths, 3.30-4.30pm (Higher in room H7; Foundation in room S2)

® Wednesdays and Thursdays after school (alternating days) After school Drama Club for Airy Hill Site -
Main Hall; after school rehearsals for main cast WWRY

THURSDAY

e Funk Band, lunchtimes (Prospect Hill Site)

Music Theory, before school (Prospect Hill Site)

Gym Club, 3.30-4.30pm. All years welcome. (Prospect Hill Site Fitness Suite)
Year 11 German Help, 3.30-4.30pm (plus other nights if needed)

GCSE Music coursework help, 3.30-4.30pm

FRIDAY

¢ Year 9 Drama Club, Lunchtime (Drama Studio)
e Writers’ Club, Lunchtime (H6)

e English Revision, Lunchtime (H6)
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KEY DATES

w/c Monday 7 July ...eeecincenncnennss Year 6 Transition (Airy Hill site)

Monday 7 July ... Hospitality and Catering Trip to Wagamamas, Middlesbrough
8-10 July cuccerceueernncrrecenne ... We Will Rock You (Prospect Hill site)

Friday 11 July ... Sports Day

Friday 11 July ... Year 10 Pupils ‘Project Dare’ at Nestle, York

Monday 14 July ... SEND Awareness and Support Event, 4.00-5.30pm (Airy Hill site)
Tuesday 15 July ...cvciueevecerencnee. Sixth Form Trip to Yorkshire Water Park , 9.00am-3.00pm
Tuesday 15 July ...cvciueevecerencnee. Summer Concert, 6.00-7.00pm

Monday 21 July .....ccrereerrennee Training Day

Tuesday 22 July ...ceevernecrnecnns Training Day

Thursday 14 August ......cceevvecmsecesees A-Level Results Day

Thursday 21 August ........eemeceusecmsecene GCSE Results Day and Sixth Form Enrolment

1and 2 September Staff Training Days

Wednesday 3 September .........ccuueeue School Opens

12-17 October ...... Music Exchange return visit to Whitby

Mon. 27-Fri. 31 October ......cecesuses Half Term Holiday

10-14 November ......ccocsmessssesasssoreses Year 11 Health Promotion Presentation Week

10-14 November ......ccocsmessssesasssoreses Year 12 Health & Social Care Work Experience

Mon. 22 Dec.-Fri. 2 Jan. ...ccccuseusns Christmas Holiday

Monday 5 January 2026 ................. Staff Training Days

Monday 20 July 2026 .........cceceeuueeee Staff Training Days
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Mon. 1 & Tues. 2 Training Days Mon. 5 January Training Day
September

Wed. 3 September School Opens
Wed. 15 October Training Day
Fri. 24 October School Closes

Mon. 27-Fri. 31 Half Term Holiday
October Mon. 23 February School Opens

Tues. 6 January School Opens
Fri. 13 February School Closes

Mon. 16-Fri. 20 Half Term Holiday
February

Mon. 3 November School Opens Fri. 27 March School Closes
Fri. 19 December School Closes Mon. 30 March.- Easter Holiday

Mon. 22 Dec.-Fri. Christmas Holiday Fri. 10 April

January

Mon. 13 April School Opens
Mon. 4 May Bank Holiday

Fri. 22 May School Closes
Mon. 25-Fri. 29 May  Half Term Holiday
Mon. 1 June School Opens

Fri. 17 July School Closes
Mon. 20 July Training Day
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Senior Leadership Team

Mr G Davies - Headteacher

Ms S Boyd — Deputy Headteacher

Miss J Caddell - Deputy Headteacher

Mrs J Bradley — Assistant Headteacher (Prospect Hill site)
Mrs K Mallender — Assistant Headteacher (Airy Hill site)
Mr A Whelan - Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)

SENDCo
Mrs H Kirk = SENDCo

Safeguarding
Miss J Caddell - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Bradley — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
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MEET THE STAFF

Heads of Year
Mrs A Harrison - Year 7

Ms D Reddy - Year 7

Mr A Raw - Year 8

Mrs J Cassell-Osowski - Year 9
Mrs A Scales - Year 10

Ms A Ruberry - Year 11

Care & Achievement Coordinators
Miss A Clarkson - Year 7
Miss E Hutton - Year 8
Miss K Wilson - Year 8
Mr D Jackson - Year 9
Mrs H Ross - Year 10

Mr D Taylor - Year 11
Mr J Daley - Year 12 & 13




Tuesday 15 July, 6.00-7.00pm
St. Matthew's Church, Grosmont

Whitby School Musicians




SAFEGUARDING

Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead
Miss J Caddell Mrs J Bradley

SAFEGUARDING TEAM

Mrs K Mallender Mr A Whelan Mrs J Robinson

SENDCo Governor
Mrs H Kirk Mr M Taylor



The parenting support group is run by Debi and Amy as part of the Mindside project, and is offered to any parents who live in Scarborough,
Whitby or Ryedale localities. The peer support group runs alongside the Hub, which provides a safe space for young people while parents

can access their own support. The support group is based in Scarborough, but can be accessed virtually if travel would be an issue. It is
recommended that you contact Mind prior to your first visit to the group to ask about access requirements, the venue (which can sometimes
change), the Hub, and any other questions you may have. Contact details are either 01723 339838 or info@swrmind.org.uk



mailto:info@swrmind.org.uk









